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Hello! My name is 
Patoomsk, but my family 
calls me Fast Arrow. I am 
8 years old, and I live in 
a Powhatan village with 
my family. My life is 
very different from your 
life. We don’t have stores 
where we can buy clothes or 
toys. My home is also different! 
We don’t have electricity or even 
a bathroom inside my house! Let 
me show you what it is like to 
be a member of the Powhatan 
Tribe!

INTRODUCTION
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This is a picture of my house. It looks very 
different from where you live. My house is called 
a yehakin. It is where my whole family lives. The 
yehakin is built by tying small trees together and 
then covering the walls with mats made from plant 
reeds or bark.

We only use our yehakin for sleeping and storage. 
My mom does all of her cooking outside.

HOMES
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Outside the Yehakin
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Fast Fact:
Some villages have up to

100 yehakins.

CHALLENGE:
Find something in the 
yehakin that you 
DO and DO NOT 
have in your own 

home.

Inside the Yehakin



CLOTHES

All of my clothes are made 
out of the animals my dad 
has hunted. Here is my 
sister; she is scraping the 
fur off of the deer hide. 
Deer skins make great 
clothes to keep me warm 
and dry. 

Did You Know?
Powhatan men and women

wear earrings.
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WORK and FUN

Powhatan girls and boys have chores to do, 
but we also like to play and have fun! Men and 
boys wrestle and race each other. Everyone 
plays a game that is similar to soccer. We also 
make our own musical instruments, and there 
is often a lot of dancing in my village!

Did You Know?
Musical instruments like rattles were made

from turtle shells. Flutes were made from reeds. 

Wooden drums covered with animal hides.
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GLOSSARY

I hope you learned some interesting 
facts about daily life in my village. 
Use the glossary below to learn the 
meanings of some words used in this 
book.

Chores: jobs and work done around the 
home or farm

Hide: the skin of an animal

Reeds: the straight stalk of a plant, especially 
grasses found in marshes

Yehakin: the Powhatan word for house
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